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Education in America; A Nation Still at Risk

his past year marked the 25th anniversary of the landmark federal report, “A Nation at Risk.” The report was a
stinging indictment of an education system that failed to educate our children. “A Nation at Risk” was supposed to

be a call to action, but 25 years later and despite massive spending increases, we remain at risk.

Parents—especially those in low-income families—deserve immediate options for their children’s education. School

choice provides real options and true hope for kids, right now.

Education spending has skyrocketed.

Public school per-pupil expenditures increased 128 percent
between 1970 and 2005, when adjusted for inflation, and
1,059 percent in unadjusted dollars. !

Student achievement remains mediocre.

Reading achievement for 17-year-olds has declined since
1984, remained the same for 13-year-olds, and slightly
increased for 9-year-olds.?

Today, only 17 percent of low-income fourth-graders are
proficient in reading, while 50 percent are below basic.
And a mere 15 percent of low-income eighth graders are
proficient in math, while 45 percent are below basic.®

While just 14 percent of African-American fourth-graders
and 17 percent of Hispanic fourth-graders are proficient in
reading, 54 percent and 50 percent, respectively, are below
basic. And in math, a mere 11 percent of African-American
eighth-graders and 15 percent of Hispanic eighth-graders
are proficient, while 53 percent and 45 percent, respectively,
are below basic.*

More than 5 million students are attending more than 10,000
schools that are failing under the federal No Child Left
Behind Act.®

Nearly one-third of students drop out of
high school.

An estimated 1.2 million students failed to graduate from high
school in 2008. That is nearly 7,000 dropouts a day or one
dropout every 26 seconds.®

An estimated 45 percent of African-American students and
42 percent of Hispanic students do not graduate from high
school, compared to 22 percent of white students.’

More than one in 10 high schools are considered to be “dropout
factories,” meaning no more than 60 percent of ninth-graders
make it to 12th grade.®

Nearly 50 percent of children in our nation’s largest cities do not
graduate from high school.?
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Source: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education
Statistics, Digest of Education Statistics, 2007 (NCES 2008-022), Table 171.

NAEP Long-Term Trend in Reading
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Source: U.S. Department of Education, National Center for Education
Statistics, Digest of Education Statistics, NAEP Long-Term Trend
Reading Scale Scores.

Class of 2005 Graduation Rates
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nation’s economy.

Source: U.S. Bureau of the Census, Educational Attainment in the United States:
2006, Table 9, Income in 2005 by educational attainment of the population 18
thirds of that of high school graduates and one-third of years of age and older.

the income of those with a bachelor’s degree.!!

The income of high school dropouts is less than two-

“Only college graduates have experienced growth in
real median weekly earnings since 1979. In contrast,
high school dropouts have seen their real median
weekly earnings decline by about 23.4 percent.”!?

If high school dropouts from the “Class of 2008

had graduated, the nation’s economy would have
benefited from an additional $319 billion in income
over their lifetimes.”!3

Seventy-five percent of state prison inmates and
59 percent of federal inmates did not complete
high school.'*
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